A FEW THINGS ABOUT THEIR FAMILY LIFE ON THE FARM
    From 1863 to 1902 the mail was brought in from Grand Tower.  In 1903, crews of Greek immigrants camped and blasted rocks along the bluff, building the Frisco railroad.  The railroad then brought the mail and provided a much better way to travel.  They would just stand along the tracks and wave a white towel until the train blew its whistle, indicating it would be stopping.
     Men went to the rivr in winter, with special saws to cut huge blocks of ice.  the ice was taken to a storage house, covered heavily with sawdust and kept for summer use.  The first electric plant came to Altenburg in 1917, but it was 1957 before lines were extended back to the ridge.  Lanterns were used to walk to neighbors for a house party or a quilting party.  Claus used a lantern to milk in the mornings and they were very dangerous in the barn.  Many a barn burned down due to the cow kicking over the lantern.  Refrigerator motors ran on kerosene and were filled daily.  Washing and filling oil lamps and trying to read by dimly lit lights made everyone yearn for the modern conveniences of city life.  The phone system came in 1908 and the Wichern's call was 1 long and 3 short.  it was a community line, so everyone listened in and news traveled fast.  10 short rings meant fire or another emergency.  Everyone quickly picked up the phone after 10 rings to find out where their help was needed.
     SOCIAL EVENTS  Times were hard and their life style simple, but Claus and Sarah also had many enjoyable times, socializing with neighbors, friends and relatives.  Sarah always prepared for company by 9:00 a.m. by baking bread and coffee cake the day before.  If it was shortly after butchering, an iron kettle with a pork roast sat on the cook stove.  Also a large pot of ribs and backbone, with broth and barley soup, a big pot of potatoes and dry beans that had soaked all night.  The women would head to the living room for a day of quilting.  The men to the corn crib for shucking corn.  Jugs of whiskey, wine or cider were passed around or a keg of beer sat in the corner.  Once in awhile Claus headed to the house with a pitcher of beer for the women.  Whiskey and coffee were drank straight in those days. At dinner time, the men ate first and headed to the south side of the house to relax and have a smoke.  The women preferred to eat later.  An afternoon lunch was prepared with the women eating first and resuming their quilting while the men at coffee cake, sausage, bread and apple butter.  Then home to do their chores before dark.  HOUSE PARTIES - Claus and Sarah had 1 or 2 parties per year.  Carpets were rolled back and all furniture except the bedroom furniture was carried to the porch.  Sometimes up to 50 people were invited, including musicians.  Everyone chipped in to pay them.  Women didn't drink at the parties.  BIRTHDAYS- Brithdays were celebrated.  On Sarah' birthday, which was February 16, a quilt was put up and neighbors came over for the day.  While the women quilted, the men played pinochle or sheepshead  (a game like poker, only played with match sticks, because no one had any money.)  The kids played quietly because they only got to see each other 3 or 4 times a year.
  AN EXCITING DAY - One year on December 19, the Wicherns were busy butchering hogs.  Many neighbors and friends were on hand to help.  Suddenly an airplane circled the homestead and landed in an open area just west of the house.  Butchering was forgotten for awhile as this was the most exciting thing that ever happened on the hill.  The tree occupants were not injured and the plane had run out of gas.  The people from surrounding areas rushed to the hill to see the sight of a lifetime.  Children climbed into the cockpit and played.  Later the plane was refueled and was pulled with horses to a straight stretch on the Wichern lane and it took off.
     It was quite common for Hobos to make their way from the railroad track up to the hill.  Claus always gave them a sandwich, but first made them chop wood. They never let them in the house.  Wichern's first battery radio had ear phones and only 2 people could listen to it.  Claus and Mildred (the person telling this story) listened to the news, weather and Joe Louis fights.  Several black families lived near 75 and 5 families lived near the Wichern farm.  A black church was located just across the hills.  They could hear the church bell ring for services and when a black person died.  Mom went to funerals at the church and attended their Christmas programs and remembers a black boy tap dancing.  She went to their homes and sold cloverine salve and garden seeds.  Families names were Bufford, Sims and Barber.  Blacks worked for the Wicherns and ate at the same table, which was not allowed at other homes in the areas.  But they never walked through the house on the way to the front porch, always going outside and around the house.  Louis Sims lived one mile down the tracks from Star Landing, his wife was half black.  She would often go to Illinois to visit with Herman Kranawetter family.  Louis rowed people across the river for 10 cents.  People in Illinois would wave and yell for his attention, needing a ride.
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