August George Brauer (1857 – 1932)
Business, Civic and Religious Leader

Though not a native of St. Louis, Missouri, the late August George Brauer had spent such a large part of his life in this city and was so prominently identified with various phases of its life that he quite properly regarded it as his home city and, in turn, was considered as one of its most noted sons. In the world of business he gained a position of solidity, importance and influence, his success being the more to his credit, because it was the result of his own efforts, of hard work and of exceptional ability. 

Religious, education and benevolent activities, for many years received much of his attention, and to them he gave freely of his time and means. For almost half a century he was one of the leading and most active laymen of the Lutheran denomination, both in respect to the church of which he was a member and several Lutheran institutions and enterprises.  This was as much the result of his own deep religious convictions as of inherited tradition and early home environment. For his father was for many years one of the best known Lutheran clergymen of the Middle West, while his five brothers also became well known Lutheran pastors. Of his own children, sic in number, two of the three sons are likewise Lutheran ministers, while all his daughters are married to men engaged in the work of the denomination. 

While still a young man, he assisted his brothers financially to enable them to complete their preparation for the ministry, and this generous sharing of his means for the purpose of furthering the cause of Lutheranism in particular and of religion in general remained one of his outstanding characteristics to the end of his days.
August George Brauer was born at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, May 20, 1857, a son of Rev. Ernst August and Beata (Reinmann) Brauer. As a child he came with his parents from Pittsburgh to St. Louis, Missouri, where he attended the parochial school connected with Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church. After he had partaken of his first communion he attended school at Addison, Illinois. Returning again to St. Louis, he was sent by his father to Troy, Illinois, where he worked on a farm for a time. He completed his education at the Lutheran High School, known later as Walther College. In 1875 his father decided that it would be best if he were to take up a business career, as his five brothers were all studying to become Lutheran ministers. In 1876 Mr. Brauer, then nineteen years old, began to work for the Heinz Stove Company, where, however, he was employed for only a short time. The next eight years he was connected with the E. C. Curtis Foundry Company of St. Louis. 

When this firm failed in 1884, Mr. Brauer decided to go into business for himself, and it was then that he established the A. G. Brauer Supply Company in St. Louis. His first place of business was on Locust Street, near Third, from where he later removed to No. 316 North Third Street. Eventually the company occupied the premises at Nos. 312-18 North Third Street. Dealing in stove and furnace supplies, Mr. Brauer developed the business from modest beginnings to one of extensive proportions. He continued at the head of the company until his death, a period of almost fifty years.

Though Mr. Brauer devoted himself energetically to the development and management of his steadily growing business, he had always many other interests. He was one of the founders of Emmaus Lutheran Church at Jefferson Avenue and Armand Place, St. Louis, an offspring of Trinity Lutheran Church. Having helped to organize it about 1900, he held various offices at different times, serving for many years as president of the congregation. While still a member of Trinity Church he was secretary of its board. He was also instrumental in establishing the Lutheran City Mission of St. Louis, of which he was long one of the most generous financial supporters. Shortly before his death, Mr. Brauer purchased a building at Fourth Street and Chouteau Avenue, which he gave to the Mission to be used for church services. 
For forty-seven years he was active on the board of control of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and he was also very active in the affairs of “KFUO,” the broadcasting station of the Seminary. He was long secretary of the Lutheran Laymen’s League, and a member of the Concordia Historical Institute.

Mr. Brauer married (first) Emilie Schuricht, who was born at St. Louis on November 10, 1860, and died there on November 6, 1902, a daughter of John Furchtegott and Anna (Tirmenstein) Schuricht. By this marriage there were six children, all born in St. Louis:
1. August Ernst, now a Lutheran pastor at Columbus, Indiana; married Martina Schmidt of St. Louis, and they have six children, five girls and one boy.

2. Ella, who married Rev. Edward Krause, a Lutheran pastor of Sheboygan, Wisconsin; they have seven sons.

3. Louise, who married Rev. Frederick Oberschulte, a Lutheran pastor of St. Paul, Minnesota; they have six children, five girls and one boy.

4. Emilie, who married Rev. Henry Elling, a Lutheran pastor of Hamburg, Minnesota; they have five children, three girls and two boys.

5. Walter Charles, pastor of a Lutheran Church at Evansville, Indiana, who married Olga Kriwitski, and they have one daughter, Lois.

6. Oscar, long associated in business with his father; married Emma Deten, and they have two children: a boy and a girl.

Mr. Brauer married (second), March 16, 1905, at St. Louis, Missouri, Mrs. Carolina (Mittenswey) Schmidt, who was born at Collinsville, Illinois, a daughter of Gottlieb and Wilhelmina Mittenswey. Mrs. Brauer, by her first marriage, is the mother of two daughters: Martina Schmidt, married A. E. Brauer, and Caroline Schmidt, married L. C. Tirmenstein.

Mr. Brauer was director for many years of Walther College, a Lutheran school of higher learning. He was also a director of the United Bank and Trust Company of St. Louis, and a member of the Missouri Athletic Association.

Mr. Brauer was a man of prayer and always included his home and family, the church and synod, the professors and students of the college in his daily prayers.

At his home in St. Louis, Missouri, No. 3128 Hawthorne Boulevard, August George Brauer died after an illness of six months, on September 26, 1932. Funeral services for Mr. Brauer were held at Emmaus Lutheran Church, St. Louis, where his body lay in state for several hours so that his many friends might be able to pay their last tribute to him. Burial took place in Concordia Cemetery, St. Louis.
Many were the expressions of admiration for Mr. Brauer’s life, character and achievements, and of regret at his passing, that reached his family. They came not only from friends and associates in St. Louis, but from numerous men and women in various parts of the country who had come to know and admire Mr. Brauer through his work in behalf of the Lutheran Church. It was generally felt that his denomination and, indeed, the whole field of religious endeavor had lost a leader of exceptional ability and devotion. Though he always did his work without ostentation, its influence was so wide-spread that it touched the lives of thousands. By precept as well as in actual practice Mr. Brauer’s life was one of godliness, thus setting a shining example not only to his own family, but to all who enjoyed the privilege of his friendship and acquaintance. Much of his work was of enduring value, and the several institutions and organizations, with which he was chiefly connected, stand today as monuments to his true Christianity, his unwavering unselfishness, and his unfailing generosity.
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